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UNCLASSIFIED

Guantanamo Bay, April 6th 2008

J. Wells Dixon

Center for Constitutional Rights
666 Broadway, Seventh Floor
New York, NY 10012

. Mister Dixon,

Attached, I am sending you the narrative REDACTED

It is a short narrative in which I have not mentioned the brutality, the mistreatment and
the health problems concerning me and the other prisoners (“privileges” and “comfint
items™. ., ete.).

REDACTED

ot

May you receive this well, I send my most cordial greetings to you and all the team.

Djamel AMEZIANE

P.8. I'would like to draw your attention to one point concerning this prison (Camp 6). To
the best of my knowledge, this type of prison is intended for sentences of only several
months, up to one year. Moreover, while prisoners would like to lead a2 collective life, we
have been leading isolated lives in isolation cells for periods ranging from more than a
year up to several years or more,
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the little plastic spoon. One day, | was very sick, to the point that I was unable to stand
up for more than a few seconds. I was sitting near the door when two guards came to
bring me my meal. They banged on the door and yelled at me to get up and to place
myself behind the black line. I told them that I was very sick and that I could not get up
and that my hand could reach the trap door to take the meal, They yelled at me “that’s the
rule” and “you have to obey, otherwise yon won’t get your meal,” [ tried to get up but my
head began spinning, my legs folded under me and I collapsed. The guards left without
giving mé anything to cat. They left me without food or medicine, gasping on the floor. It
reminded me of images I saw several years ago in the media of American soldiers in
Afghanistan’ and other countries, saving the populations’ lives with smiles on their faces.
They were soldiers who tousled children’s hair as a gesture of affection, I remember
speeches by political and military leaders saying that their entry into these countries was
in order 0 instal] justice and to defend human rights. These speeches, these slogans and
these images passed through my head, making me wonder if there exists a shadow of
truth in them.

I have taken to pacing my tomb, focusing on my steps with my head lowered, I do this for
hours on end, sometimes hearing nothing but the noise of doors slamming, the laughs of
the guards on the ground floor or shatches of their conversation. Or perhaps the call of
one prisoner or another from under the door, but the echo of the block’s empty space
deforms and renders it incomprehensible, There are fewer than a dozen prisoners on the
block, Most of the isolation cells are empty. I focns on my steps, always wondering and
trying to imagine what life is like on the outside. What does a tree look like? What does
grass look like? What does an animal look like? I remember the names of these things,
but their shape is a vague mernory, I sit on the bed with my elbows on my knees, my
head propped up on nry hands and my eyes closed, still trving to imagine what life is like
outside of this underground cemetery. I lic on the bed and cover myself with a blanket
beoause my feet and hands have begun to freeze from the cold air coming day and night
through the air conditioning vent, a cold that penetrates the bones. It is an endless day, a
boredom that kills, a depressing loneliness, complete isolation. The days that follow are
the same.

It is five-thirty in the evening, The main door of the block opens and a sigh of relief
surges forth, The team of night guards has arrived to take over their shift and the daytime
guaards can finally leave. A new night begins in the Camp Six prison at Guantanamo Bay,
In the world of the living, the sunrise and sunset marks the beginning of day and the
beginning of night. In this underground cemetery of the living dead, however, day and
night are announced by a ory of relief from the guards,

chc?ml thousand kilometers from here, in the North, on the East Coast, there is the Statue
of Liberty. Liberty, which in other times fought for human rights and dignity, Brected
decades ago, the Statue of Liberty stood with her head high, casting & look of pride out
upon the world on the other Atlantic coast. Now, unable to stand keeping her head high,
but unable ta lower it, despite her shame, her look is one of a strong desire to return to
her birthplace,
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